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RESEARCH FOCUSES



Research 

focuses

▪ Delinquent violence – unlawful use of force by person(s) towards 

another person(s) against their will with the exclusive or primary 

intent to inflict physical harm or to kill

phenomenology          etiology prosecution

DELINQUENT VIOLENCE

„dark figure” vulnerable victims cyber harassment



Can we measure violence?

„Genuine violence classification system”



Parameters for quantity of violence in particular act of violence

▪ Duration

▪ Injury

▪ Vulnerability of victim

▪ Instrument

▪ Motive

▪ ...?



Research 

focuses

▪ Comparison: our classification vs. normative classification

▪ Mapping violence

- where it happens

- what time 

- how frequent

- by whom

- ...



KEY TASKS



Key tasks

▪ Establishing 1 Central Violence Lab in Zagreb and 3 Regional

Violence Research Lab in Split, Rijeka, Osijek

▪ 12 clusters

▪ Operational Violence Research Lab database



Key tasks

▪ Pilot study on ‘dark figure’ of delinquent violence

▪ Testing “genuine violence classification system” using data from

2016/2017 homicide research

▪ Final “genuine violence classification system”, published and

offered for commercial use

▪ Violence Research Lab “genuine violence classification app”



Key tasks

▪ Violence Research Lab Strategy on preventing and detecting

delinquent violence and cyber harassment

▪ Targeted manuals and protocols

▪ Over 20 journal articles, 50 presentations

▪ 8 diploma/master thesis on Violence Research Lab

▪ 2 edited books (English and Croatian version)



METHODOLOGY



Methodology

▪ 8,000 – 10,000 case analysis/2,000

- over 200 relevant prosecutorial and both criminal 

and misdemeanor judicial offices in Croatia

- Time period of analyzed cases: 3 years

▪ 200 conducted interviews/ 40

▪ self-report- victimisation survey; self-report-delinquency survey

▪ 16 field studies



CRIMINAL LAW = normative perception / CRIMINOLOGY  = social reality

Criminal law abstraction vs. Criminological reality

Criminological research – main source: criminal justice system

How do we deal with normative concepts, figures and institutes in criminology?

Example I: 12 year old A shoots at B – violence? YES

Example II: Insane A hits B in the head – violence? YES

Example III: In self defense, A kills B – violence? YES



Attempts should be included in criminological research of

violence (attempted homicide or completed heavily bodily

injury?)

Criminally Insane Perpetrators should be included in

criminological research of violence

Omission and commission should be included in criminological

research of violence (letting a baby starve to death vs. throwing a 

baby through a balcony)

Rules, figures and institutes I



Exclusion of Unlawfulness – ‘Justified’ Violence should be

included in criminological research of violence (e.g. self-

defense)

Negligence - should be included in criminological research

of violence (negligent homicide vs. murder = violence)

Instigation – should NOT be included in criminological

research of violence (verbal expression=violence?)

Rules, figures and institutes II



Other:

Insignificant Offences, presumption of Innocence, lack of

evidence = no provability, statute of limitation, etc.

Challenges:

Definition of violence translation into normative framework?

Methodological & sampling challenges?

1

Question to discuss?





PRACTICAL IMPACT



Practical 

impact

✓ Improving normative framework

✓ Training, workshops and seminars for practitioners

✓ Findings actively incorporated in higher education 

programs

✓ Methodological solutions for violence researches



SELF SUSTAINBILITY AND 

PROMOTION



Self-

sustainbility 

and promotion



Self-

sustainbility 

and promotion

▪ Genuine violence phenomenology app commercialised

▪ Funding applications

▪ Establishing research centre




