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1. INTRODUCTION 
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2. CONTEXTS OF PARTICIPATION 
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The fields of practice to give children a voice in institutional, public and private 

settings are extensive and vary in their complexity, e.g. in settings such as: 

 
• kindergarden / school  

• family  

• family counseling center 

• youth welfare office 

 

…in relation to for instance:  

 
• binding rules for behaviour  

• hobbies 

• nutrition  

• media  

• medicine / health  

• organisation of institutional environment 

• urban planning / politics 

• divorce of parents 

• child endangerment 
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What situations / contexts  

do you recall from your life  

 

where you were involved in decision-making  

 

as a child or adolescent,  

 

where your voice was given space,  

where you were encouraged to have a say by adults,  

where your participation was actively demanded? 
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3. PEDAGOGICAL-PSYCHOLOGICAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
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 Bronfenbrenner‘s Ecological-System-Theory 

lawyers 

Bronfenbrenner‘s Ecological-System-Theory 

 

(Bronfenbrenner, 1981) 
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(National Edcuation and Reearch Center, 2023, https://havenhorizons.com/primary-secondary-tertiary/) 

Approaches of support 
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(Caplan, 1964, National Edcuation and Reearch Center, 2023) 

Approaches of support 

 

• kindergarden / school: binding rules for behaviour, organisation of 

institutional environment,… 

• family: hobbies, nutrition, media,…  
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(Hart, 2008, 22) 

The ladder of participation (1) 

 

The ladder of participation (2) 
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• family counseling center / youth welfare office: divorce of 

parents, child welfare endangerment,… 

 

(Caplan, 1964, National Edcuation and Reearch Center, 2023) 

Approaches of support 

• age-related,  

• indvidual-related,  

• context- and situation-related,  

• sensitive (appropriate, timely, 

qualitiatvely and quantitavely 

responsive), 

• systemically appropriate, 

• ethically grounded,  

• methodically sound / valid 

• age-related,  

• indvidual-related,  

• context- and situation-related,  

• sensitive (appropriate, timely, 

qualitiatvely and quantitavely 

responsive), 

• systemically appropriate, 

• ethically grounded,  

• methodically sound / valid 

Child-appropriateness in victimology contexts  
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Fengler, J. & Schäfer, P. (in print). Engaging 

Children in Assessment and Decisions in Social 

Work. In B. Taylor, J., Fluke, D. Baumann, A. 

Shlonsky, E. Keddell, A. Whittaker & C. Killick 

(Eds.), Handbook of Decision Making, Assessment 

and Risk in Social Work. Thousand Oaks: Sage 

Publications. 

Subpart D of the report applies to research involving 

children as subjects: 

• research involving no greater than minimal risk (§ 

6.404), 

• research involving greater than minimal risk,   

... but with the prospect of direct benefit to individual 

subjects (§ 46.405),  

... and no prospect of direct benefit to individual 

subjects, but likely to lead to generalizable findings 

about the subject's disorder or condition (§ 46.406), 

• research that cannot otherwise be authorized and that 

offers the possibility of understanding, preventing, or 

alleviating a serious problem affecting the health or 

welfare of children (§ 46.407), 

• requirements for parental or guardian permission and 

child consent (§ 46.408). 
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qualitative 

methods 

quantitative 

methods 

expert 

analysis 

interviews 

(partially 

standardized, 

focussed), 

group 

discussion, 

participant 

observation 

standardized 

written or oral 

interviews, 

psychological 

test 

procedures 
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4. EXEMPLARY PROCEDURES 
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5. PROFESSIONALISATION TO REALIZE 

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 
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What situations / 

contexts  

do you recall from 

your life  

where you were 

involved in decision-

making  

as a child or 

adolescent,  

where your voice was 

given space,  

where you were 

encouraged to 

participate by adults,  

where your 

participation was 

actively demanded? 
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(Gafoor & Kurukkan, 2014, 322f.) 

Scale of Parenting Style (1-11) 
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(Gafoor & Kurukkan, 2014, 322f.) 

Scale of Parenting Style (12-38) 
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Parental behaviors characterizing the four parenting styles 

 

(Gafoor & Kurukkan, 2014, 316) 
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6. CONCLUSIONS  

AND FURTHER PERSPECTIVES 
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1. The already sufficiently established international reference frameworks and 

procedures for children's participation in assessments and decisions 

should be wished for further dissemination.  

 

2. Suggestions from empirical research with children should be taken for 

children's participation in finding out about their perspectives on 

(victimological) matters that concern them.  

 

3. Involving children in issues that affect their lives should be seen even more 

than before as a cross-sectional task on all system levels (Bronfenbrenner, 

1971) as well as in the corresponding fields of action of social work and 

victimology, taking into account the relevant parameters from an 

educational and psychological perspective (cf. Fengler & Schaefer, in print).  
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4. Low-threshold and integrated into everyday life or in the context of primary 

and secondary prevention, all systemically involved professionals can 

familiarize themselves with the concept of participation, thus opening up an 

important step towards further professionalization of the field (Caplan, 

1971). When children's participation is experienced by them as 

commonplace, the likelihood of fruitful participation processes increases in 

possible future life situations where serious negative dynamics, such as 

secondary victimization, are in prospect as a risk due to aggravated, 

conflictual initial situations. 

5. Professionalization as a life-long process is always to be understood on the 

skill, knowledge and attitude level. The formation of an attitude among 

experts that sees children as experts of their own lives and at the same 

time recognizes their need for protection is an important basis for moving 

from law to the realization of law. 
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Thank you for your attention. 
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