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Today over two-thirds of states affirm this abolitionist position. We are now within a new moment in the
promotion of global synergy for abolition. All countries should join the abolitionist community, as General
Comment no. 36 on the right to life:
reaffirms the position that States parties that are not yet totally abolitionist should be on an irrevocable
path towards complete eradication of the death penalty, de facto and de jure, in the foreseeable future.
The death penalty cannot be reconciled with full respect for the right to life, and abolition of the death
penalty is both desirable [...] and necessary for the enhancement of human dignity and progressive
development of human rights'.

1. General comment No. 36 (2018) on atticle 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, on the right to life, CCPR/C/GC/36, 30 Octobet
2018, para. 50, p. 12.
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provides for ‘Strong Institutions and Access to Justice and Build Effective Institutions,” but the appli-
cation of the death penalty is inconsistent with this goal. Specifically, SDG 16.1, aims to reduce death
rates, promote equal access to justice and protect fundamental freedoms. The use of the death penalty
does not signal legitimate strength in institutions, but renders counterproductive and inhumane con-
sequences, including a brutalising effect upon society.
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This sophisticated UN framework aiming to rectify the problem of the death penalty demonstrates that the
punishment should now be considered as a violation of the inalienable dignity and the rights of the person.
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