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Balkan Homicide Study

 The Balkan Homicide Study (BHS) sheds first light on the phenomenology of violence in this 

region of Europe (1989 – 2017)

 It includes data from six Southeastern Europe and the Balkans; Croatia, Hungary, Kosovo, 

North Macedonia, Romania and Slovenia

 2,073 prosecution and court case files (1,997 acts of true violence)

 2,416 offenders → 2,321 offenders of true violence

 2,379 victims → 2,299 victims of true violence

 BHS typology; 20 types of violence, sexual connotation, cruelty, premeditation, offender’s 

motive and victim-offender relationship
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Countries specifics
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General statistics
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General statistics - incidents
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General statistics - incidents
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General statistics - incidents

19%

36%

45%

Location of offence

Capital Urban Rural

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Capital

Urban

Rural

39.7

50

44.5

60.3

50

45.5

Privacy of the location

Private Public

CJS CEE 2021



General statistics – offenders
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General statistics – offenders
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General statistics – offenders

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Capital Urban Rural

5%
7%

4%

29%

33%

44%

0% 1% 0%

13%
11%

13%

52%

48%

38%

Modus operandi

Strangulation Beating Poison Shooting Stabbing

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Capital

Urban

Rural

90.5

86.6

89.6

9.5

13.4

10.4

Sex of the offender

Male Female

89% 11%

CJS CEE 2021



BHS Typology – offenders
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General statistics – victims
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General statistics – victims
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BHS Typology
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BHS Typology

30.6

36.4

40.3

32.5

22.8

25.7

5.8

9.4

6.8

7.1

8

7.2

6.3

9.2

5.8

17.7

14.2

14.2

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Capital

Urban

Rural

Violence types

Other private violence Other public violence “Bar” violence Thievery violence Separation violence Other

CJS CEE 2021



BHS Typology
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 Violence in the Balkans Open Access

 BHS Codebook

 BHS Typology
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https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030744939
https://www.balkan-criminology.eu/bhs-codebook/
https://www.balkan-criminology.eu/bhs-typology/
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