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Violence in the Balkans



„Balkans may have been in Conflict 

in the Ice Age”

N. Hammond, The Times, 26 December 1994
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MPPG for Balkan Criminology

 Jointly established in January 2013 by the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal 
Law and the Zagreb Faculty of Law

 Balkan Criminology Network – trilateral agreements

 Annual conference

 Working group of the ESC on Balkan Criminology – Muenster, 21-24 September 2016

 Balkan Criminology Intensive course – Dubrovnik, 10-14 October 2016

 www.balkan-criminology.eu
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Newsletter

 Published three times a year:

spring, summer, winter

 BC Research Projects, BC

Research News, News from BC

Partners, Events

 Next deadline: October 25,

2016

 To subscribe: info@balkan-

criminology.eu

5

mailto:info@balkan-criminology.eu


Research Focuses of the MPPG

RF I - Violence, Organized Crime and Illegal 

Markets

RF II - Feelings and Perceptions of 

(In)Security and Crime

RF III - International Sentencing
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Violence in the Balkans - context
 WHY? 

The region is considered an area with relatively higher levels of violence in comparison with the rest of the 
continent.

 WHAT? 

The research encompasses:

 the analysis of criminal offences

 criminological phenomenology of 

 (1) murder, understood extensively as any intentional killing including aggravated murder, manslaughter, killing on request, infanticide, 
as well as other aggravated and privileged forms; 

 (2) different types of aggravated bodily injuries; 

 (3) participation in an affray.

 HOW?

 Quantitative and qualitative research methods

 Comparative analysis

 WHAT PURPOSE?

Creation and application of efficient criminal justice policies.
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Structure – General Content Guidelines
Five main chapters:

 General Country Background

 National Legal Provisions on Violent Offences

 Definition/concept of violent crime

 Description of particularities of each legal system with respect to context and techniques of regulation

 Lethal/extreme violence, i.e. homicide

 Sentences

 Victims of violent crimes

 Recent changes in legislation

 Violent Crime in each country

 Statistical data on violent crime

 Discussion

 Tendencies

 Explanations

 Examples

 Conclusion 8



Books series

1. Mapping the Criminological Landscape of the Balkans: A Survey on Criminology 

and Crime with an Expedition into the Criminal Landscape of the Balkans

 Author: Getoš, Anna-Maria, co-authored by: Albrecht, Hans-Jörg, Kilchling, 

Michael

 Published in: Max-Planck-Gesellschaft zur Förderung der Wissenschaften e.V. in 

coop. with University of Zagreb - Faculty of Law and Duncker & Humblot, Berlin, 

2014

2. Imprisonment in the Balkans (to be published soon)

3. Violence in the Balkans

Deadline: November 15, 2016
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Key findings
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Thank you for your attention!

Email: andra-roxana.trandafir@drept.unibuc.ro
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